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Order Controlling Prices

__________________________________[Date & Time]

BY

THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON

WHEREAS, the City of Galveston, Texas, has declared a state of emergency in accordance with Section 418.108 of the Texas Disaster Act of 1975;

WHEREAS, due to Hurricane _________________ which has created widespread and severe damage in the City of Galveston, the City must take continued action to save lives, prevent injuries, protect property, public health, the environment and public safety; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Galveston has determined that extraordinary measures to alleviate the suffering of people and to protect or rehabilitate property; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor desires to prohibit indiscriminate vendors, merchants, landlords, or other persons from selling, or offering for sale, either retail or wholesale, lease, rent, or are otherwise providing goods or services to the general public for compensation or consideration at an increased rate above and beyond any reasonable price or rate; and,

WHEREAS, the increased prices or rates are, or would be, unreasonable and would not be in the best interest of public;

NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, HEREBY FIND AND ORDER:

SECTION 1.
That the findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this ORDER are found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the Mayor and made a part hereof for all purposes.
SECTION 2.
That it shall be unlawful for any vendor, merchant, landlord, or other person selling or offering to sell, whether retail or wholesale, goods or services at a rate or price in excess of those rates or prices prevailing in the City of Galveston, Galveston County, Texas on ________________.  Goods or services shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

a. groceries, beverages, toilet articles, ice;

b. construction and building materials and supplies, and earthmoving equipment and machinery;

c. electric and gas generating/transmitting equipment, parts and accessories;

d. charcoal briquettes, matches, candles, lamp illumination and heating unit carbides, dry batteries, light bulbs, flashlights, and hand lanterns;

e. hand tools (manual and power), hardware and household supplies, and equipment rental;

f. automotive parts, supplies, and accessories;

g. plumbing and electrical tools and supplies;

h. apartment, duplex, multi-family dwelling, rooming house, hotel and motel rental;

i. gasoline, diesel oil, motor oil, kerosene, grease, and automotive lubricants;
j. restaurant, cafeteria, and boarding-house meals;

k. services of roofing and building contractors, plumbers, electricians, mechanics, tree surgeons, and automobile wrecker companies;

l. medicine, pharmaceutical, and medical equipment and supplies;

m. blankets, quilts, bedspreads bed linens, mattresses, bedsprings, bedsteads, towels, and toilet paper; and,

n. furniture and clothing.

SECTION 3.  
That it shall be unlawful for any vendor, merchant, landlord, or other person or persons to lease as lessor, rent or otherwise provide real property, including but not limited to apartments, condominiums, duplexes, fourplexes, or any other dwelling intended for human habitation, at a rate, price, or term in excess of those rates, prices, or terms which were in effect on___________________________.

SECTION 4. 
Any person who shall violate any provision of this ORDER shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in a penal sum not to exceed $1,000.00.

SECTION 5.  
That, in accordance with the Texas Disaster Act, this declaration shall take effect immediately at _____________ on _______________, 20________and shall terminate upon the indefinite expiration of the declared state of emergency.
SO DECLARED AND ORDERED this the _______ day of __________________, 20___.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
____________________________      


____________________________

Susie Green






Lyda Ann Thomas


City Attorney






Mayor, City of Galveston


