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mandatory Order Restricting 

consent and non-consent towing within city  

______________________________ (DATE)
BY

THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON


WHEREAS, due to Hurricane Ike which has created widespread and severe property damage of such severity and magnitude in the City of Galveston, the City must take continued action to save lives, prevent injuries, protect property, public health, the environment and public safety; and,


WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Galveston has determined that extraordinary measures must be taken to alleviate the suffering of people and to protect or rehabilitate property for the public health, safety, and welfare; and,


WHEREAS, the City of Galveston, Texas has adopted ordinances regulating abandoned and junked vehicles, wrecker and towing provisions, and regulations authorizing the Galveston Police to tow vehicles that create a dangerous situation; and,


WHEREAS, the on September 12, 2008, the Mayor previously temporarily suspended the “Code of the City of Galveston 1982, as Amended” Wrecker, Towing, Vehicle Storage Facility, and Abandoned and Junked Vehicles Code sections; and


WHEREAS, since that time, the Island has been made open to the general public, there is a legitimate concern regarding the potential for wholesale auto theft and unscrupulous persons to steal cars and remove them from the island;  


WHEREAS, the Mayor hereby determines the need to ensure that towing within the City limits is either conducted either pursuant to the Mayor’s September 12th Order temporarily suspending all ordinances and city code provisions regulating “non-consent towing” of vehicles or that such towing is otherwise authorized as a “consent tow” by the owner or the owner’s designated agent; and, 


WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Galveston, Texas, therefore deems it in the public interest to require that the Police Chief or his designee shall determine authority to perform towing; and, 


WHEREAS any person so authorized by the Chief of Police or his designee to tow shall both obtain a proof of authorization to tow vehicles and display the same on the rearward-facing windshield of the vehicle being towed.


NOW THEREFORE, I, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON, HEREBY FIND AND ORDER:


SECTION 1.
That the findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this ORDER are found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the Mayor and made a part hereof for all purposes.

SECTION 2.
The Mayor of the City of Galveston, Texas, deems it in the public interest to restrict towing to those authorized and determined by the Chief of Police or his designee in accordance with the Mayor’s September 12, 2008 order.


SECTION 3.  
That the Chief of Police is hereby authorized to distribute stickers or decals which shall be issued to those authorized to tow vehicles and which shall be affixed to the rearward facing windshield of the vehicle being towed, as warranted by the type of tow (consent or non-consent); and,


SECTION 4. 
That it shall be unlawful for any person, without proper authority, as determined by the Chief or his designee above, to tow cars without the proper authorization displayed on and any person or entity who shall violate any provision of this ORDER shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in a sum not to exceed $1,000.00.  Each unauthorized tow shall constitute a separate violation.


SECTION 5.
That this ORDER shall expire upon the order of the Chief of Police.


SECTION 6.  
That, in accordance with the Texas Disaster Act, this declaration shall take effect immediately at 8:00 A.M.

SO DECLARED AND ORDERED this the ________ day of ___________________, 20 ____
Approved as to Form
____________________________ 

___________________________

Susie Green

lyda Ann Thomas


City Attorney

Mayor, City of Galveston


