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Objectives

Explain the relationship 
between the municipal 
judge, the City, and the 

SCJC

Identify the role that the 
Canons of Judicial Conduct 
play in ethical behavior in 

the courtroom

List three areas of recent 
ethics violations that have 
resulted in sanctions for 

judges



Why should this matter 

to the City?



Appointing/Electing 
a Municipal Judge

• Authority: 

Home-rule: 29.004(a), GC 

General-law: 29.004(b), 
GC

• Term

 Tex. Const. art. XI, § 11

 29.005, GC

 30.00006, GC

Advertising the 
position?



Rule 8.03(b), Texas Rules of 

Professional Conduct

A lawyer having knowledge that a judge 

has committed a violation of applicable 

rules of judicial conduct that raises a 

substantial question as to the judge’s 

fitness for office shall inform the 

appropriate authority.



The municipal judge must 

follow:

Texas Rules of Judicial Education

 Authority: 56.006, GC

 Municipal judges: Rule 5



The municipal judge must 

follow:

Texas Code of Judicial Conduct

 Created by Supreme Court of Texas

 Basic standards for ethical conduct 

of Texas judges



Tex. Const. art. V, § 1-a

Protect public and promote 
confidence in judiciary

Investigates and sanctions 
judicial misconduct







Canon 3B(4) 

A judge shall be patient, dignified, and 

courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, 

lawyers, and others…A judge should 

require similar conduct of lawyers, staff, 

court officials, and others subject to 

judge’s direction…





Canon 2A 

A judge shall comply with the law and 

should act at all times in a manner that 

promotes public confidence in the 

integrity and impartiality of the judiciary.



Canon 3B(8) 

A judge shall accord every person who 

has a legal interest in a proceeding, or 

that person’s lawyer, the right to be heard 

according to law.









Canon 4A(1) 

A  judge shall conduct all of the judge’s 

extra-judicial activities so that they do 

not:

(1)  cast reasonable doubt on the judge’s   

capacity to act impartially as a judge





QUESTIONS?
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