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Abraham Zapruder 
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The JFK Records Collection Act 
 

 Signed by President Bush in October 1992 

  

 Sought to preserve for historical and 
governmental purposes all records related to the 
assassination of President Kennedy. 

  

 The Zapruder Film was considered an 
assassination record 
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The Eminent Domain Case 
 

 (1) The Right-to-Take Issue 

  

 (2) The forum – arbitration or litigation 
 

◦ Kenneth Feinberg  -- Zapruders 
◦ Walter Dellinger  -- Government 
◦ Judge Arlin Adams – neutral 

 

 (3) What was not taken – the copyright 
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The Eminent Domain Case 
 

  

  

 One question:  what is the fair market 
value of the camera original of the 
Zapruder film? 
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The Zapruder Position 
 

◦Hired well-known appraisers who used 
to work for Sotheby’s and Christie’s 

 

◦ film should be evaluated within the 
context of the market for highly 
desirable, valuable, unique items  

 

◦Market value is $30 million + 
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The Zapruder Position 
 

 Five qualities of paramount importance in 
determining value: 

  
◦ (1) Historical significance 

◦ (2) Iconographic importance 

◦ (3) Fame 

◦ (4)  Breadth of Appeal 

◦ (5) Uniqueness 
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The Government’s Position 
 

 The Government is in a pickle: 
◦ On one hand, we need it because it is unique 

◦ On the other hand, it isn’t really that big of a deal 

 

 Two government retained appraisers 
◦ C. Cameron Macauley 

◦ John Staszyn  
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C. Cameron Macauley’s Opinion 
 

 Don’t look at the collectibles market 

  

 True comparables are camera original films, which 
have the same physical attributes 

  
◦ 1934 Assassination of King Alexander of Yugoslavia 
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C. Cameron Macauley’s Opinion 
 

  

 Since no market for camera original films, 
arbitrators should use the sales history of the film 
to establish value.  

  

 $150K purchase price in 1963 = $780K in 1998 
according to Consumer Price Index 
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John Staszyn’s Opinion 
 

  

 Finding no market for camera original films, he 
surveyed the market for things sold at auction and 
had elements in common with the film.  

 Staszy placed the film’s potential value in the 
context of what he deemed the "only relevant 
comparable markets," namely the photography, 
historical-artifact and Kennedy-memorabilia 
markets. 
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The Arbitration Decision 
 

 2-1 decision awarding the Zapruders $16 million 

  

 Majority decision: "In terms of its emotional and 
historical significance, the film undoubtedly would 
surpass previous `Kennedy memorabilia.'” 

  

 Dellinger dissented, finding value between $3 to 
$5 million 
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