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Topics Covered

 Working with the SOS
e Elections in General
e Pre-Election Issues

e Post-Election Issues
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Working with the SOS
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Secretary of State

e Chief Election Officer
e Official Forms

e Uniformity

e Assistance and Advice
* Voting Rights Hotline

e Referral of Criminal Complaints
to OAG
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How do you contact us?

Phone numbers Physical Location
1.800.252.VOTE (8683) Rudder Building
512.463.5650 1019 Brazos

Option 3 for receptionist
Austin, Texas 78701

Or
PO BOX 12060

1.800.252.2216 Austin, Texas 78711
Option 2 for legal

elections@sos.texas.gov
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Conducting Your Elections
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Don't have a photo ID for voting? Election Identification Ce

Security Notice: To enhance security our agency has discontinued support for internet security protocol TLS 1.0 and TLS 1.1. Learn more about this security update. You may need to update your browser to use this site. For questions, please consult your internet browser
provider.
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Political Subdivisions Forms Index

TExAs SECRETARY or STATE

C ARPOSHEIE A S C O

Border &

Uniform
Fllings Open Meetings Commercial Code International

About Election Business Notary Public State Rules &
the Office Information

Search

Security Notice: To enhance security our agency has discontinued support for internet security protocol TLS 1.0 and TLS 1.1. Learn more about this security update. You may need to update your browser to use this site. For questions,

slease consult your internet browser provider.

Political Subdivisions Forms Index

Note: The following forms are provided in PDF (Portable Document Format) for use with Adobe Acrobat Reader. Visit Adobe.com to download your copy of Acrobat Reader. All PDF documents featured on this page are configured to

print out on legal size paper.

Photo Identification

Form

Revised Combination Form for Early Voting By Personal Appearance - Application, Poll List, Affidavits MNotes Form

Revised Woter Information Poster Notes Form {Spanish)

Revised Affidavit of Provisional Voter Notes Form

Revised Combination Form Notes Form

Revised Registration Omissions List and Instructions for Registration Omissions List MNotes Form

New Provisional Voters Appearing to Voter Registrar During Cure Period and Instructions Eorm

New Reguest for Disability Exemption {Permanent) Notes Form

New Reguest for Temperary Exemption to Photo Identification Requirement Notes Form

Mew Notice to Provisional Voter (ID Voters) Form Word
Spanish) Word

Mew Motice of Required Identification Motes Form

new Notice of Acceptable Identification Poster (English) 8.5x14 | 11x17 | 24x36

Wew Notice of Acceptable Identification Poster (Spanish) 8.5x14 | 11x17 | 24x36

5-20

77
7-15
7-20
T-27
9-7
13-
13-7
7-15¢

131

wanw ane etats tv nelinday html

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml
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Election Law Calendars
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Elections in General
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Types of Elections

e General Elections
— Presidential Election,
— General Election for State and County officers,

— Regular Officer Elections for Cities, School Districts, Water Districts,
Hospital Districts, Library Districts.

e Special Elections
— Special Election to fill a Vacancy,
— Constitutional Amendment Election,
— Local Option Liquor Elections,
— Tax Ratification Elections,
— Bond Elections.
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Uniform Election Dates

e Uniform Election Dates —(41.001)

— Each general or special election is required to be held on one of the
following dates:

 First Saturday in May in an odd-numbered year;

 First Saturday in May in an even numbered year (for political
subdivisions other than a county); OR

e First Tuesday after the First Monday in a November.

— EXCEPTIONS:

* Runoff election
e Elections that result from a court order
e Emergency election under Section 41.0011

e Election held under a statute that expressly provides that the requirement of Subsection
(a) does not apply to the election,

* Initial election for the members of the governing body of a newly incorporated citgs
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Plurality v. Majority

e Plurality: A candidate must receive more votes than any other candidate
for the office.

e Majority: A candidate must receive more than 50% of the total vote.

* Runoff Election: If no candidate received the vote necessary to be
elected in an election requiring a majority vote, a runoff election is
required. (2.021)

 Elections that Require a Majority Vote

— Election for an office of a city with a population of 200,000 or more.

— City that has increased the term of its elected officials to more than two years (Article X,
Section 11)

— Otherwise provided by law — (Education, Water Code, etc.)
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Contracts/Joint Elections

e Joint Elections

If two or more entities are holding an election on the same
day in a particular territory, then they may enter into a joint
election agreement and share precincts, workers, and/or
equipment, etc. (Chapter 271)

e Contract for Election Services

— Contract between county election officer and entity
holding election for various election services including the
leasing of election equipment. (31.092)
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Local Election Officials

e Duties of Local Election Official (City Secretary)

— Custodian of Election Records

— Early Voting Clerk

— Procuring, Ordering and Delivering Supplies

— Preparing Ballots

— Procuring Polling Places

— Procuring and Training Election Judges

— Election Night Duties, including Unofficial Vote Tallies
— Maintaining Office Hours before and after election

— Preparing and Delivering certain reports to SOS
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Voting Systems

e Selection of a Voting System
— Contract with County or Vendor

e Acquisition of a Voting System
 Adoption of a Voting System
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Pre-Election Day Procedures
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Pre-Election Day Procedures

Naice is be

 Notice of Deadline to File
Applications for Place on the
Ballot

e Candidate Filings

* Order of Election

* Notice of Election
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Post-Election Procedures
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Post-Election Procedures

e Canvass
e Qualifying for Office

e Certificate of Election (67.016)
e Statement of Elected Officer (Art XVI, Sec. 1, Tex. Const.)
e QOath of Office, Chapter 602, Texas Government Code

— Filed locally.

Print Renst
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Post-Election Procedures

* Recounts (Title 13, Election Code)
— Petition for a Recount
— Automatic Recount
— www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/recounts.shtml|

e Election Contests (Title 14, Election Code)

— Action occurs in district court.

— Losing candidate files suit against the winning
candidate.
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Websites

WWW.S0S.texas.gov /elections

www.votetexas.gov

elections@sos.texas.gov
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