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AI & IT for JDs:
Practical and Low-Cost 
Applications of GPT and 

Python in Municipal 
Law

Aniz Alani, Deputy City Attorney
Laura Mueller, City Attorney

City of Dripping Springs

AI! WITH ANIZ AND 
LAURA

• Tools for Using AI in your role as a 

City Attorney

• Ethical Implications related to Using 

AI as a Governmental Entity 

Representative
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• This presentation content will soon be obsolete.

• AI isn’t just for politely responding to annoying 
e-mails.

• ChatGPT might make up facts, but once a 
programming script works, it’s stone cold sober.

• If you can spot the “problem”, you don’t need to 
know how to solve it (or how to code).

• Everything in this presentation can be replicated. 
By anyone. For free.

ANOTHER OBLIGATORY AI PRESENTATION?

THE PRACTITIONER'S DILEMMA: INFORMATION OVERLOAD

Why does this matter? 

The legislative session creates a deluge of information that far outstrips the capacity of small legal teams.

Massive Volume

11,503 bills and resolutions filed during the 89th Session.

Extreme Time Pressure

Committee and hearing notices are often posted in the wee hours of the night with less than 2 days' lead time.

Significant Operational Risk

A missed hearing or misunderstood floor amendment can have lasting financial and operational consequences.

Resource Constraints

Small teams face a constant state of near-burnout trying to keep up. (TG4TML!)

THE PRACTITIONER'S DILEMMA: INFORMATION OVERLOADTHE PRACTITIONER'S DILEMMA: INFORMATION OVERLOAD
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ORGANIZING DATA

Create a shared single source of truth in Microsoft Excel/Google Sheets.
Tabs: Bills, Summaries, Calendars, Priorities.
Shareable with role-based permissions.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Classify tracked bills 
according to council 
positions.
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PRETTY(ISH) GRAPHICS*

Color-coded 
dashboards 
and filters 
enable clarity.

* This was 
before Aniz 
realized that 
there would be 
over 11,000 
bills to review.

TML 
NEWSLETTER 
SUMMARIES

• Initial plan was to 
copy and paste TML 
summaries as 
relevant bills were 
introduced.

• Turns out this is slow,  
tedious, and 
susceptible to human 
error.
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TML NEWSLETTER 
PARSING

Weekly TML 
newsletter 
summaries 
follow 
(mostly) 
consistent 
format.

AUTOMATION 
VIA COLAB

• Extracts bill 
numbers, 
summaries, 
categories.

• Turns unstructured 
HTML into 
structured data.
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A FASTER WAY (EVENTUALLY)

Through a lot of trial and error, we were eventually able to 
automate the “copying and pasting” of TML summaries with 
~90% accuracy.

AUTOMATION VIA COLAB

• Accessible 
through browser.

• No computer 
software or 
server access 
needed.

• Integrates with 
Google Drive 
(and now 
ChatGPT?)
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BEHIND THE DATA: LEGISCAN & JSON

• Complete legislative dataset published weekly.
• Scripts pull structured "real-time” data via API.

BEHIND THE DATA: LEGISCAN & JSON

• Complete legislative dataset published weekly.
• Scripts pull structured "real-time” data via API.

13

14



8

SCHEDULING 
VIA GITHUB 
ACTIONS

• Scripts can be 
scheduled or 
manually triggered.

• Free tier includes 
script processing; or 
self-host for 
unlimited script 
runs

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

Texas Legislature Online (TLO) Color-coded calendars for 
hearings and floor schedules.
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COMMITTEE CALENDARS

Texas Legislature Online (TLO) uses consistent (i.e., “scrapable” URLs 
and content format for House, Senate and Joint committee calendars.

FLOOR CALENDARS

TLO Floor Calendar schedules allowed for “last ditch” effort to 
lobby elected representatives not on bill committees.
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CALENDAR FILTERING

NOTIFICATIONS & ALERTS

Automated Slack and email notifications keep staff informed.
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SAMPLE E-MAIL 
SUMMARIES

S.B. 1844: 
A CASE STUDY ON 
RAPID ANALYSIS
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S.B. 1844:
USING PUBLICLY AVAILABLE 
UTILITY DATA

S.B. 1844:
VALIDATING DATA 
WITH MAP 
VISUALIZATIONS

Python scripts used 
publicly available 
Certificate of Convenience 
and Necessity (CCN) and 
city limit boundary 
“shapefiles” to draw 
maps, mitigating against 
hallucination risk.
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S.B. 1844: 
FINDING 
SIMILARLY
AFFECTED 
CITIES

Using shapefiles and 
PUC data, Python 
script identified all 
cities in the same 
boat, enabling mass 
mobilization effort.

S.B. 1844: 
DECODING 
THE FLOOR 
AMENDMENT

Bill bracketed to 
areas adjacent 
to “navigable 
waterway”.
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S.B. 1844: SCOPING THE BRACKETS

Previous list of cities filtered based on proximity to waterways 
included in USDOT shapefile.

LEGISLATIVE BILL TRACKER 2.0

• Migrating Google Sheets data to “Grist”, 
a free self-hosted relational database 
with a spreadsheet-like user interface

• Importing historical and other 
state/federal legislation for comparison?

• Automated text analysis to identify bills 
of interest

• Position letters to incorporate elected 
representatives’ voting history
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DIY AI/PYTHON TOOLKIT

• Let Google Be Your Friend.

• Google Colab and Google Sheets (create work account – free!).

• Github for storage and version control (free!

• LegiScan API account (free!)

• Oracle Cloud virtual machine (free!)

• Gemini CLI (free!), OpenAI Codex.

• Read the paper!

• Call me.

• Confidentiality – Rule 1.05/Tex. R. of Evid. Rule 5.03
• Truthfulness to the Court – Rule 3.03

Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct 
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One Way to Treat AI like a smart middle school student

• Very smart 
• Slightly untrustworthy
• Knows the law (allegedly)
• Cannot be trusted to keep items confidential without 
specific direction
• Obsessed with Memes
• Working too fast to always ensure accurate  and unbiased
information 

One Way to Treat AI like a middle school student

• Read everything they create
• Verify information they send
• Either: 

• Do not provide them with client-specific 
information; or 

• Find a system or product that can provide 
some assurance of confidentiality 

• Analyze each citation and case that is cited
• Check for biases based on popular opinion 
• Still a useful tool 

Looks professional, is a 
gossip. 
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Tips and Tricks

1. Listen to your IT Professionals
2. AI Training – DIR or other

3. Cybersecurity Training
4. If you don’t know if it’s trustworthy, Ask*. 

* Do not ask the AI if  its 
trustworthy.  Ask an experienced 
human.  Otherwise we end up 
with HAL 9000.  

Bills You Might Want to Know 
About 

1. H.B. 149 (Responsible AI Governance 
Act) - Effective January 1, 2026

2. S.B. 1964 (Public Sector AI 
Governance) - Effective September 1, 
2025

3. H.B. 3112 (Public Information and 
Cybersecurity)

4. H.B. 150 (Annual AI Training)
5. H.B. 3512 (Annual AI Training) -

Effective September 1, 2025
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H.B. 149: the Texas Responsible 
Artificial Intelligence Act 
Author: Capriglione

Effective: January 1, 2026

• Establishes mandatory disclosure requirements for 
government agencies that use AI systems 

• Prohibits the development or deployment of an AI system to:

• incite or encourage certain activities,

• gather certain biometric data in violation of an 
individual's rights

• otherwise impair a person's constitutional rights

• unlawfully discriminate against a protected class

• create a social scoring system

• traffic in child pornography

• Establishes the Texas Artificial Intelligence Council to conduct 
training programs for state agencies and local governments
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QUESTIONS? 
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